An oath that matters

I represented a man that was charged with assault on a female. He and his wife were both Muslim.

He told me that his wife had fabricated the story of assault in order to extract money and favors from
him. He testified that she had scratched herself, which left the marks the police accused him of making.

Given that the Bible has little significance to a Muslim, I decided to hire a translator to bring the Koran
(the Muslim holy book) and to provide a Muslim oath to the court in the hope that the wife would not
be willing to lie after swearing to her God not to lie.

I made a big show of having the translator and placed the Koran in the view of the prosecuting witness.
After seeing the Koran and being told that there was a person who could provide a Muslim oath, the
wife declined to testify and the charges against my client were dismissed.

Parental Participation. I represented a mother who was at a local high school watching her daughter
play basketball. She felt that her daughter was receiving unduly rough treatment and was not being
protected by the referees in the game.

After a particularly hard foul the mother took it upon herself to administer a little parental justice. She
came out of the stands, ran out onto the court, and proceeded to beat up the player who had fouled her
daughter. She was arrested and charged with assault.

I studied the case law and found that one of the forms of assault is assault by failing to defend. You are
guilty of assault by failing to defend if a child or some invalid person trusted to your case is being
assaulted and you make no effort to protect them.

I argued to the District Attorney that this was a clear case of a mother obeying the law--she sincerely
felt that her child was in danger and for that reason she should not be prosecuted.

The District Attorney agreed with my argument and allowed her to enter into a deferred prosecution
program, which he was unwilling to do before he heard my argument and was presented with my brief,
cases, and statue. This led to a dismissal of all charges against my client.
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